[image: ][image: ]
Unlocking Digital Prosperity Through Strategic Investment and Multilateral Cooperation
High-Level Keynotes & Panel Discussions
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1. Context: 

The digital economy has reached an unprecedented scale in 2025, fundamentally reshaping global economic structures and development pathways. According to the latest global digital economy report[footnoteRef:2], the digital economy now represents a $16 trillion market, with projections indicating continued robust growth through the decade. This transformation is particularly evident in the mobile sector, where technologies contribute 5.8% to global GDP, highlighting the increasing centrality of digital infrastructure to economic development.  [2:  Digital Economy Report | IDCA] 


Despite its increasing significance – expected to account for over 20% of global GDP by 2025 – the digital economy remains significantly underfunded, particularly across developing countries. Despite this growth, significant disparities persist in digital access and adoption. The International Telecommunication Union reports that approximately 2.6 billion people remain unconnected[footnoteRef:3], primarily in developing regions. This digital divide is further complicated by an estimated $1.6 trillion infrastructure investment gap, creating a substantial barrier to inclusive digital development. The disparity is particularly stark in emerging markets, where digital adoption rates, while growing 1.5 times faster than the global average, are hampered by infrastructure limitations and capacity constraints. [3:  Digital Infrastructure Investment: Where will the billions come from? - ITU] 


The digital skills gap presents a critical challenge to inclusive digital transformation. According to UNCTAD's Technology and Innovation Report 2025[footnoteRef:4], developing countries face particular challenges in building digital capabilities across their populations. The report highlights that while digital literacy programs are expanding, the pace of technological change often outstrips skills development efforts. This gap is especially pronounced in rural areas and among marginalized communities, where access to digital education and training remains limited. [4:  Technology and Innovation Report 2025: Inclusive artificial intelligence for development | UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD)] 


The World Economic Forum's Future of Jobs Report 2025[footnoteRef:5] emphasizes that technology-related roles are the fastest-growing jobs in percentage terms, including positions in AI, machine learning, and software development. However, developing countries often struggle to build and retain this technical talent, creating a persistent barrier to digital economy participation. [5:  WEF_Future_of_Jobs_Report_2025.pdf] 


The financial landscape for digital development is evolving rapidly, with new mechanisms emerging to address the investment gap. Traditional development finance is being complemented by innovative funding approaches, including blended finance, digital bonds, and tokenized infrastructure investments. The Digital Cooperation Organization's 2025-2028 Agenda[footnoteRef:6] highlights the importance of these new financing mechanisms in accelerating digital transformation. [6:  Digital Cooperation Organization concludes 4th General Assembly with endorsement of 2025-2028 Agenda to advance digital maturity - DCO] 


The regulatory landscape for digital development remains complex and often fragmented. Countries are grappling with various challenges, from data protection and privacy regulations to cross-border digital payment frameworks. The emergence of AI and other advanced technologies has added new layers of complexity to regulatory considerations. According to recent analysis, developing countries face particular challenges in establishing effective regulatory frameworks that balance innovation with protection of public interests.

South-South cooperation has emerged as a vital mechanism for developing countries to share knowledge, resources, and best practices, thereby enhancing their collective capacity to address common challenges. For digital trade, investment and development, multilateral cooperation can facilitate the exchange of successful models for digital infrastructure, policy innovation, and capacity-building programs. Triangular cooperation – through Southern-led partnerships supported by governments, multilateral organizations, civil society and the private sector – further amplifies these efforts by mobilizing complementary resources, expertise, and innovation.

The UN Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) recently formalized a partnership with the Digital Cooperation Organization (DCO) in February 2025, aiming to advance digital inclusion, capacity building, and innovation. This collaboration underscores the importance of multilateral efforts in leveraging digital technologies for sustainable development. 

This multilateral side event at FfD4, co-hosted by a coalition of governments and international entities, seeks to bring together public and private sector actors to explore practical, coordinated approaches for financing inclusive digital transformation. The co-hosting partners bring a wealth of tools, policy frameworks, and regional initiatives that can be leveraged to accelerate impact. Through open dialogue and joint problem-solving, the event will highlight successful South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives and promote investment strategies that scale digital inclusion and economic opportunity across regions.

2. Event Details

· Duration: 90-minute time slot
· Date & Time: Wednesday 2 July, 2:30-4:00 PM
· Venue: Side event 10, FIBES Sevilla Exhibition and Conference Centre (room capacity: 48)
· Room setup: in a theatre-style layout with a head table for five speakers, and is equipped with the following:
· Microphones for the head table 
· Proportionate number of wireless handheld microphones for audience participation
· Facility for display of computer content from organizers (HDMI and USB-C connectivity to be provided) with audio
· Bluetooth slide advancer
· Format: High-level keynote interventions, panel discussions and moderated conversation, leading to interactive dialogue between participants from government, international organizations, development banks, and the private sector.
· Target Audience: registrants of the FfD4 conference, which includes:
· Policymakers and Regulators: Governments, trade ministries, and regulatory bodies.
· International Organizations: UN agencies, development banks, and multilateral institutions.
· Civil Society and Academia: Equality advocates, researchers, and digital trade and investment experts.
· Private Sector: Fintech companies, e-commerce platforms, and digital infrastructure providers.

3. Agenda

	Timing
	Description
	Speakers/Participants

	10 mins
	Welcome & Opening Remarks
	· Dr. Hajar El Haddaoui, Director General, Digital Cooperation Organization (DCO) 
· Senior Representative, Government of the State of Kuwait 

	10 mins
	Keynote Interventions
UNOSSC keynote on South-South digital collaboration
AfCFTA keynote on digital trade and regional integration
	· Ms Dima Al-Khatib, Director, UN Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 
· H.E. Wamkele Mene, Secretary-General, Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

	30 mins
	Panel 1 Discussion: 
Q1. How can multilateral organizations align their financing instruments and strategies to bridge the $1.6 trillion digital infrastructure investment gap in developing countries?

Q2. What successful models of South-South or triangular cooperation have emerged for scaling digital inclusion and what lessons can be drawn for replication or expansion?

Q3. What policy and regulatory reforms are needed to enable more coordinated cross-border digital trade, and how can multilateral actors support governments in this transition?
	What is the Role of Multilateralism in Financing Inclusive Digital Transformation?

Moderator: UNOSSC
Speakers:
· DCO Member State representative (tbc)
· Senior Representative, IsDB (tbc)
· Senior Representative, Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) (tbc)
· Senior Representative, UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF)


	30 mins
	Panel 2 Discussion: 
Q1. What are the most promising private sector-led financing models (e.g., blended finance, tokenized infrastructure, digital bonds) for supporting inclusive digital transformation?

Q2. How can governments and development partners better de-risk digital infrastructure projects to attract long-term private sector investment in underserved regions?

Q3. What role can private sector actors play in bridging the digital skills gap, especially in rural and marginalized communities?
	What is the Role of the Private Sector in Financing Inclusive Digital Transformation?

Moderator: Mr. Sameem Gaffar, Strategic Dialogue Director, DCO (confirmed)
· Senior Government Representative tbc
· Mr. Sumaila Zubairu, CEO, Africa Finance Corporation (AFC) (tbc)
· Dr. Alaa Murabit, Executive Director for Sustainable & Resilient Growth, 500 Global (tbc)
· Dr. Jehad Baker, CEO, Asdam Digital – Elm Company (tbc)

	10 mins
	Closing Reflections
	Mr. Hassan Nasser, Special Envoy – Multilateral Affairs (confirmed)
· Summary of key takeaways and forward-looking commitments
· Invitation to join post-FfD initiatives, coalitions or working groups



4. Expected Outcomes

· Elevate digital transformation as a strategic pillar in Financing for Development dialogues and outcomes.
· Strengthen multilateral coordination for digital trade and investment through frameworks like AfCFTA’s Digital Trade Protocol, PPP pathways, Digital Economy Agreements and regional integration mechanisms, to boost cross-border digital trade and investment as a GDP accelerator.
· Catalyze new partnerships between governments, IFIs, and private sector actors to mobilize financing and co-investment in digital infrastructure, inclusion, and innovation ecosystems, engaging UNOSSC to leverage its expertise in triangular cooperation.
· Foster peer learning and regional integration by sharing best practices to inspire cross-border digital policies and infrastructure development in the Global South, leveraging UNOSSC's platform such as the South-South Galaxy.
· Launch a collaborative initiative or working group (e.g., Digital Impact Coalition) to develop actionable financing pipelines for digital development in emerging markets integrating South-South cooperation principles.
· Promote the adoption and scaling of DCO tools and initiatives like the Digital Economy Navigator, PPP Frameworks, Digital Trade Cooperation, Model Digital Economy Agreement and DFDI pathways among countries and institutions facilitating their dissemination and implementation through South-South cooperation mechanisms


5. Target Timeline
· 30 May: 	      Confirmation of all logistical details for side-event (venue, date and time)
· 12 June:       	      All participants finalized
· 15 June: 	      Program will be published 
· 20-28 June:           Moderator briefing calls with speakers
· 30 June – 3 July:  FFD4 side event on 2 July 2025
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